
9/7/2020

1

Law Enforcement and 
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Introduction of START

https://www.centerforstartservices.org/
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centerforstartservices.org

WEST TEAM
888-974-2937

Serving the 37 counties of Western North Carolina

EAST TEAM 
888-962-3782

Serving the 38 counties of Eastern North Carolina

CENTRAL TEAM 
(Easter Seals Program) 

800-662-7119 ext. 8730
Serving the 25 counties of Central North Carolina
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Today’s Objectives
• Explore trends that describe the relationship between 

individuals with Intellectual and Developmental 
Disabilities and Law Enforcement

•Dialogue regarding proactive strategies for engaging local 
law enforcement in crisis prevention and intervention for 
those with ID/DD

•Describe some tools that can be helpful for positive 
outcomes when engaging law enforcement for crisis 
response
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Working with Law Enforcement

Image from: https://www.cbsnews.com/pictures/mass-shootings-in-2012/9/
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http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=49b8EJFqqPQ
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=49b8EJFqqPQ
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Objective 1:

•Explore trends that describe the relationship between individuals with Intellectual and 

Developmental Disabilities and Law Enforcement
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LEO’s and Individuals with ID/DD

images from pixabay.com
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Why crisis response 
to ID/DD is so 

hard?

● Behavioral expression -

Aggression

● Co-occurring diagnoses

● Trauma

● Expressive and language 

communication

● Limited access to training

● Criminal behavior versus mental 

health crisis
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Objective 2:

•Dialogue regarding proactive strategies for engaging local law enforcement in crisis 

prevention and intervention for those with ID/DD
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Recognized Training 
Options and Programs

•Basic Training

•The “One Mind Campaign”

•Mental Health First Aid

image from pixabay.com
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Recognized Training 
Options and Programs

•Case Management

• Co-Responder Teams

• Crisis Intervention Team (CIT) or 
“Memphis Model”

image from pixabay.com
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•Describe some tools that can 
be helpful for positive 
outcomes when engaging law 
enforcement for crisis 
response

Objective 3:

image from: https://www.cartoonstock.com/directory/c/confessed.asp
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Proactive Strategies
Stigma

images from pixabay.com and http://healthcaretimes.com/news/study-finds-autism-awareness-among-future-healthcare-workers-still-has-room-for-improvement
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Proactive Strategies and Tools

● Use a common/shared language
● Engage before the crisis occurs
● Get to Know Me Sheet
● Agency Collaborations
● Kits for LEA’s
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Proactive Strategies and Tools

● Use a common/shared language
● Engage before the crisis occurs
● Get to Know Me Sheet
● Agency Collaborations
● Kits for LEA’s
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Final Thoughts



9/7/2020

20

Resources

● START is state-funded and 10 years + working with those with 
ID/DD in crisis in NC

● Offer of collaboration
● LEA’s interested can contact me: Sara Stanton (252-916-0026) 

or sara.stanton@rhanet.org to discuss further

mailto:sara.stanton@rhanet.org
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Resources

https://www.ncdhhs.gov/assistance/mental-health-substance-abuse/crisis-

services (Crisis services by county)

Dr. Bob Kurtz - DHHS, DMH/DD/SAS- Program Manager - Justice Systems 

bob.kurtz@dhhs.nc.gov (CIT Trainings and advocacy/collaboration)

https://www.ncdhhs.gov/assistance/mental-health-substance-abuse/crisis-services
mailto:bob.kurtz@dhhs.nc.gov
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Final Thoughts or Questions?

image from pixabay.com
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