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Winter 2015 

Quarterly Meeting Highlights  

Simon Chase, a freshman in the Beyond Academics program at 

UNCG, spoke about his experience living with Cerebral Palsy 

and the struggles he has endured trying to advocate for himself.   

Simon wants to be an Alcohol and  

Other Drug Abuse (AODA) counselor 

and is hoping to do an internship next 

year to help prepare him for a career 

in the  counseling field.  Simon also 

wants to eventually move to Califor-

nia, get his driver’s license, and be as 

independent  as possible.   

 

On February 3, the PSEA met at the University of North Carolina at 

Greensboro to discuss member and program updates, proposed policy 

for the North Carolina legislative session, and to hear from the stu-

dents of UNCG’s Beyond Academics program.  Members were given 

the opportunity to ask the students questions about their experiences 

in the program.  A big thank you to UNCG students for sharing their 

stories with the PSEA! 

Lee Jin 

Lee Jin, a sophomore in the Beyond Academics program at 

UNCG, spoke about how the experience in the program is help-

ing him learn how to live independently.  Lee wants to be an   

entrepreneur and eventually take over his father’s business.       

Lee has taken a Campus Entrepre-

neurs class, where he learned about 

business management, and he is    

currently enrolled in another business 

course this spring.  His experience in 

the   program has taught him how to 

create a business model and do a 

SWOT (Strengths, Weaknesses,     

Opportunities, and Threats) analysis.  
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Denise Sumiel 

NOR T H CAR OLI NA   

Inclusive Higher Education Policy Issues  

Denise Sumiel, a junior in the Beyond Academics program at 

UNCG, spoke about her experience with the Advocacy in Action 

group.  The group’s aim is to help professors and faculty under-

stand how to make campus and classrooms more inclusive.  The 

group has created brochures, resource cards, a FAQ sheet, and 

sends weekly emails with a “tip of the week.”  Denise also spoke 

about her interests in both photography and counseling.  Her 

dream job is to become a counselor because she likes listening to 

people and giving them advice.  

Bradford West 

Bradford West, a senior in the Beyond Academics program 

at UNCG, spoke about his experience in the program, includ-

ing what he has learned and his plans following graduation.  

Bradford has lived independently for four years, and has 

learned how to use public transportation.  He had an intern-

ship at an automobile shop, where he learned to change oil, 

rotate tires, and perform state inspections.  His internship led 

to a paid job at the same automobile shop.  Bradford has    

participated in several self-advocacy presentations and is also 

part of the Advocacy in Action program at UNCG.   

Duncan Mann gave updates and developments regarding the current NC PSE policy 

draft.  He summarized critical points and discussed the need 

to propose legislation that will help sustain PSE program-

ming.  The proposed legislation should focus on policy 

change and collaboration rather than funding, and should 

seek to get legislators to take ownership of the issues.   

The group gave suggestions for moving toward proposed 

legislation.  The suggestions included recommendations 

about model programs, stressing the importance of agency 

collaboration, clarity about funding streams and supports, 

developing long-term evaluation strategies, and the role of 

the PSEA as an advisory and coordinating committee.  
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Inclusive Higher Education Policy Issues  

Stephanie Hanes, North Carolina Division of Vocational Rehabili-

tation (NCDVR) Services, discussed the background of vocational 

rehabilitation (VR) and postsecondary education, including a pilot 

program that began with the University Participant (UP) program 

at Western Carolina University in 2010.  During this pilot program, 

VR sponsored the students’ tuition and fees, with the intention of 

studying vocational gains associated with their participation in the 

program.  

The NCDVR found that three of the four students who completed 

both the UP and the VR program obtained employment.  Their wages/hours worked were 

comparable to individuals progressing through supported employment programs.  

NCDVR  also found a link between vocational outcomes and work experiences through 

internship coursework and experience.  

A proposed policy draft for VR sponsorship of internship coursework was discussed.  The 

proposed policy states that VR will pay for 12 credit hours of program specific internship 

coursework in the last two semesters of the student’s program. The amount of VR support 

will be allocated based on school tuition rates and is not based on financial need.  PSEA 

meeting attendees offered suggestions to   improve the policy, such as being more flexi-

ble in terms of when the students can take the internship credits.  

The new federal Workforce Innovation and Opportunity Act (WIOA) was recently 

passed.  In North Carolina, this means big changes ahead for individuals with intellectual 

and developmental disabilities when it goes into effect in July.  

Have questions or suggestions about the policy?                                                           

Email Stephanie Hanes at stephanie.hanes@dhhs.nc.gov 

::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::: 

CONGRATULATIONS! 

Joan Johnson, executive director of Beyond Academics at UNCG, is the 2014 recipient 

of the Helen C. Riddle Award. The award from the NC Council on Developmental       

Disabilities (NCCDD) recognizes a “professional who has made lasting contributions to-

ward improving opportunities, breaking down barriers, and promoting increased quality 

of life for persons with intellectual and developmental disabilities.” Duncan Munn      

presented the award to Joan at the November NCCDD meeting. Joan is active with the 

NC PSEA and heads up our policy subcommittee. Way to go, Joan! 



WINTER 2015  

Daphne Martin, Disability Services Coordinator at Western Piedmont Community College, 

announced that the ACE Program is now a Comprehensive Transition Program (CTP).     

Financial aid is now available to qualifying students.  Congratulations!! 
 

Mandy Earnest, coordinator of PATHS at the College of the Albemarle, discussed a brain-

storming session to review next steps. The group discussed concerns about limited classes 

that their students can take, how to incorporate work force options from the community, and 

the need to identify more internships in the community. 
 

Susan Kermon and Ginger Walton, announced events for Autism Awareness Month in 

April in the Chapel Hill/Carrboro area. Susan is the featured artist and Ginger will present 

InFocus self-advocate participants. Watch for more information on these events.  
 

Beverly Colwell, EC Division of NC Department of Public Instruction, discussed The Tran-

sition Project, an initiative to help school districts look at their internal data and focus on 

improving all educational transitions.  
 

Donna Yerby announced that The Carolina Institute for Developmental Disabilities (CIDD) 

at UNC Chapel Hill is recruiting for the self-advocate trainee position with Leadership Edu-

cation in Neurodevelopmental Disabilities LEND opportunity.  For information and          

application: donna.yerby@cidd.unc.edu 
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Announcements and Updates 

Join with PSE Alliance  participants  

from 10 states across the South! 

The FIRST  Southeast PSE  

Capacity-Building Institute  

April 16 –17  in Atlanta 

For event & hotel info and to register: 

http://2015-sepsea-cbi.eventbrite.com 

Register now!  See you in Atlanta! 

Questions or comments? Contact Deb at 

Deborah.zuver@cidd.unc.edu 

SPRING 

PSEA MEETING 

Tuesday, April 28  

Noon - 3pm 

CIDD Carrboro, NC 

Do you have a PSE     

program to share for 

the NC PSEA website?  

Contact Megan 

mcvea@cidd.unc.edu 

 

http://2015-sepsea-cbi.eventbrite.com

